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My LORD, 


OUR ſeat at the head of the Church 
of England neceſſarily places you in 
a character to which many look up for the 
maintenance and ſecurity of their religious 
liberties. And you muſt, in juſtice, be 
conſidered as anſwerable, not only for your 
perſonal oppoſition to the good -work of 
reformation, whether that oppoſition be, 
open or covert, poſitive or negative. but 
anſwerable alſo for the effect of your in- 


fluence. 
: _—_— -- 
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In all debates, the moſt certain way to 
come at juſt concluſions, is to have re- 


courfe to original principles; and I need 


not inform you, thai the principles of the 


Proteſtant Reformation reſt on theſe two 
foundations, — the all - ſufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures, as the rule of our faith 
here, and the means of our ſalvation here- 
after —and the right of private judgment, 
which each individual claims in the inter- 
pretation of them. Theſe are the only 
true and conſiſtent principles of our Proteſt 
againſt the enormous and antichriſtian 
claims of the Church of Rome. 


However, it is to be lamented that we 
early, I may ſay, even in the moment of 
reformation, departed from theſe very 
principles, which will alone juſtify our 


departure from the Romiſh Church. Not 


that I would be underſtood to reflect on 


thoſe eminent and excellent characters to 


whom we owe ſo much.—If we conſider 
the force of prejudice, and the temper of 
the times, we ſhall have rather to wonder 


that they w went ſo 222 than to expect that 


it 
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they ſhould have gone farther. But Luther, 


it may. be reaſonably ſuppoſed, would, e'er 
this our day, have renounced his Conſub- 
ſtantiation as a Scripture doctrine Land 
Calvin would have been convinced that 
he ought to have ſpared Serverus:; and 


both would have receded from every de- 


viation from the general principles on 
which they ſet out. They would practi- 
cally have acknowledged the ſupreme. au- 
thority of the Scriptures, though ſuch 
acknowledgment ſhould have been fatal 
to a favourite ſyſtem :—and they would 
firmly have rejected all injunctions to im- 
plicit faith in human explications. 


Now, my Lord, though theſe premiſes 
ſhall be conceded, and a Proteſtant cannot 
deny them ;—how is your Church, as a 
_ Chriſtian and a Proteſtant Society, to be 
juſtified in the continuance of impoſitions 
more than unauthoriſed by the Founder of 


our Faith, and inconſiſtent with your own 


avowed principles? - Or in the continuance 
of a formulary of religious worſhip, which, 
though in many reſpects truly excellent, 
| yet 
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yet in ſeveral parts, and thoſe not un- 
important, generally acknowledged to be 


faulty ? — Or further, how are the ſuperiors | 
of the Miniſtry in this Society to be juſti- 


fied, when they expreſsly deny that liberty 
in the important concerns of religion and 
- conſcience to their fellow Chriſtians, which 


they have, with ſo much juſtice, | arro- | | 


gated to themſelves againſt the Church of 
Rome. 


In regard to the propoſed Subſcription 
to the truth of the Scriptures only, it muſt 
be firſt obſerved, that much art has been 
uſed to miſrepreſent. the principles on 
which ſuch propoſal was grounded ; much 
ill- beſtowed pains have been taken to prove 
its inexpediency in reſpect to ſome opinions, 
which certain Doctors have pronounced 
Fundamentals, and thence we have heard 
much of the danger of ſuch innovation 
even to the Chriſtian cauſe, as well as in 
reſpect to other opinions which might af- 
fect civil government. 


If theſe objections have any force, that 
force muſt reſt upon the preſumption, that 
certain 


CEP 
certain nameleſs human ſyſtems ſavour more 
of God's immutable truth than his own 
infallible word : — that the doctrines of the 
Church of England have ſo little concern 
with the doarines of Chriſt, that the 
eſtabliſhment of the paramount authority 
of his Goſpel can be conſidered as nothing 
ſhort of an innovation; — that human au- 
thority and power is neceſſary to the _ 
ance and ſupport of the diving word. 12 


The authority 60 the dl city is 
bounded by the civil demeanor of the ſub⸗ 
ject.— The thoughts of the heart being 
known only to God, the magiſtrate has no 
concern with the conſciences of his people. 

— Till theſe break out into overt acts, he 
is not only incompetent to the cognizance 
of them, becauſe he knoweth not the 
ſpring, but becauſe they affect not his pro- 


vince. 


In this idea, the clerical petitioners ſet 
forth their readineſs to give any ſecurity to 
Government, that ſhould be judged expe- 
dient, in order effectually to ſecure their 
obedience to the civil authority of their 

country, 


CKD-.. 

country, in return for their protection: 
For, as the contract is mutual, the obli- 
gations and duties reſulting from it are 


ſo too. They further propoſed to be 


more explicit, and offered to give any 


maxims of Popery, thinking them in- 
compatible, in every degree, with the 
ſafety of a free and a Proteſtant Govern- 
ment. But with their religious opinions, 
merely as ſuch, they had no other con- 
cern than to take heed to ground their 
Proteſt againft them, on a conviction of 
their contrariety to the Scriptures, and 
to maintain theit diſfent upon principles 
confiſtent witn themſelves : : Remembering 


that when they renounce the dominion 


aſſumed by one body of Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe they are nen, that they aſſume not 
the moſt diſtant claim to it over the faith 
of others. 


The written Mr of God is unchange- 
able; And, in proportion to the lights of 


the age, and the capacity and improved 


. of individuals, will it be rightly 
underſtood. 


teſtimony of their abhorrence of the. 


(9) 
underſtood. Difference i in opinion is un- | 
avoidable while we are men, nor can an 1 
degree of criminality be charged on the 

moſt abſurd tenet, provided it be not 
taken up without thought or conſidera- 
tion, or upon truſt. For men maſt think 
as they can, fince they cannot think as 
they would ;—therefore, however miſ- 
taken ſome men may be in following | 
their own underſtanding, it is a miſtake 
attended with impunity: But that inſtant [ij 
that the Church impoſeth, and the dutiful | 
ſon wrappeth up his talent, in confidence | 
that all-is right, and maketh her à judge {if 
and ruler over the operations of his mind, | 
in that moment be plungeth into guilt. 
By profeſſing to believe with the Church, 
becauſe ſhe hath ſo decreed, - thõugh the | 
Church may happen to profeſs a right 
faith, yet that individual thereby fatally | 
renounceth the authority of Chrift as his 
ſole Lord and Maſter ; he renounceth 
the ſufficiency of the”. Scriptures, and 
exerciſeth not that reaſon and judgment 
which God hath given him, for the di- | 
rection of all things that concern him. [1 
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The argument of peace has frequently 
been echoed by the petulant and over- 
bearing. advocates for the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment,—but peace, my Lord, with all 
its charms, may be bought too dear. 
This argument ſuits well with the avowed 
principles of the Papiſt, but from the 
mouth of one who calls himſelf a Pro- 
teſtant it is moſt incongruous.—Had this 
argument been ſucceſsfully urged againſt 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or more lately 
againſt the Reformers,—we muſt have 
now lived in the barbariſm of Heathens, 
or the idolatry of Papiſts.—But I will 
further obſerve, that an over - zealous 
tenaciouſneſs of the preſent ſyſtem of 
faith and formularies of worſhip, is not 
that road which leadeth to peace, or can 
enſure it. 


An outward appearance may indeed, 
for a while, be ſecured in the doctrines, 
as well as the rites and ceremonies of 
any Church, by the criminal credulity 
of ſome of its members, and by the 
implicit obedience of others; and more 


particularly, 
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particularly, while the terrors of confiſ- 
cations and impriſonments are held over 
the heads of defaulters. But the mind 
of man will be active, and the conſcience 
ſooner or later will be ſtirring. In ſome 
inſtances, the weight of the burden will 
rouſe to action; and the deeper the con- 
viction is grounded, the more reſolute 
the conduct. And it is but the inflex- 
ibility of a few, that is wanting to remove 
the load, however great, or however ſe- 
cured by the arm of man.—Nor can I 
diſcern how that body can then be ſaid 
to enjoy peace, when the members which 
conſtitute it know not that peace which 
alone is worth having, the peace of God. 
—And here, my Lord, all the boaſted 
effect of your eſtabliſhments endeth in a 
dream. For that peace, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, may be. endangered, 
may even be loſt, by obedience to thoſe 
very injunctions, which, under the delu- 
ſion of authority, profeſſed to conſider 
the ſoul's health, and were followed in 
truſt of their making good ſuch their 
pretenſions,—So that men are drawn into 

B 2 the 
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the ſin of hypocriſy in ſacris, and may 
live and die within the pale of the 
Church.—And on the contrary, they may 
hereafter live in the triumphant Church 
of _ Chriſt, though they ſhould be caſt 
ont hence, though they ſhould be re- 
proached, ſuſpended, deprived, impri- 
ſoned. So much for the argument of 
peace, and all comfort from the autho- 


rity of the Church. 


And now, in reſpect to the right of 
private judgment, I cannot ſee how your 
Grace, as a Proteſtant Biſhop, can admit 
the principle and deny the practice. It 
is the more mortifying, to know what 
is my right, and to be denied the en- 
joyment of it, than to have been kept 
in ignorance. So here the Papiſt has the 
advantage, not only on the ſcore of con- 
ſiſtency, but of happineſs. —For how I 
can be ſaid to be left to the free enjoy- 
ment of my own judgment, when I exer- 
ciſe it . at the probable expence of my 
| bread, and of my uſefulneſs to ſociety, 
I cannot diſcern, If inclined to engage 
| in 
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in the -miniſtry of Chriſt, and to preach 
the unſearchable riches of his kingdom, 
as the moſt acceptable ſervice to Al- 
mighty God, — I am bound by the ſtrong 
cords of an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, and theſe 
ſtrengthened by the moſt grievous puniſh» 
ments. If I ſatisfy myſelf with hearing 


the Word preached, whither am I to fly 


for religious improvement, and not be- 
hold my teacher encompaſſed with for- 


feitures and impriſonments, and muſt 


even find myſelf to live under many 
civil diſabilities.— Thus, becauſe I am a 
Chriſtian, and believe the Scriptures to 


contain a revelation of the. mind and will 


of God, I am not therefore allowed to 
ſerve my country in any office of ho- 
nourable truſt :—becauſe T am a Chriſtian, 
I am not to hear the word of God, 
which is the rule of my faith, and the 
guide of my life, preached to me, but 
by one who, if he dares to tell me the 
whole truth, is liable to removal and 
correction. And though I may be fully 
perſuaded, in. my own mind, that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, and that he is riſen from 

the 


— 
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the dead: — in one word, becauſe I 
am a Chriſtian, and would profeſs my 5 
faith in Chriſt alone, and though I would. 
further ſolemnly engage to teach the 
people committed to my charge out of 
the Holy Scriptures, according to the 
beſt of my underſtanding, and diligently 
to employ myſelf in the ſtudy of the 
ſame, I am prohibited from preaching 
the great truths of Chriſt crucified. — 
To be plain :—I am not allowed to enter 
on the character of a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
without a contradictory engagement to 
a particular ſyſtematical eſtabliſhment, 
founded on the authority of the Magi- 
ſtrate, and which is ſupported, in fact, 

only becauſe it is eſtabliſhed, though it 
had its origin in dark and ignorant ages, 
—Pudet hec opprobria, &c.—This, my 
Lord, is a pitiable and a diſtreſsful caſe, 
in a country which juſtly boaſts of many 
advantages over the reſt of Europe; but 
it is a true one, in the moſt minute and 
circumſtantial parts of it. 


After thus much ſaid on the preſent 


ſtate of our eſtabliſhment, it comes to 1 
be 
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be noted, what efforts have lately been 
made to ſecure the protection of the 
laws on the Goſpel of Chriſt, though 
hitherto indeed without ſucceſs, in the 
way of relief. —But theſe efforts have 
not been without good effe& :—They 
have been a trial of ſpirits, in which 
many hearts have been revealed ; they 
have ſpread far and wide a knowledge 
of the nature of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
they have produced in the Laity of theſe 
nations a ſatisfactory and general informa- 
tion of their concern in the eſtabliſhment 
of the word of God, as the ſole teſt of 
the ſoundneſs and orthodoxy of theic 
Miniſters faith.—A ſpirit of enquiry has 
by theſe means been raiſed, and is now 
gone forth, throughout our land, into 
the nature and extent of our religious 
rights, both as Chriſtians and Proteſtants 5 
and a correſponding conviction is ſpread- 
ing among the people. 


| Your diſcouragement, amounting to 
nothing ſhort of a prohibition, ſeems, 
in the end, to haſten the doing away 


of 


| 3 616) „ 
of theſe things, which it wag your 


policy to protract, The proteſtant prin- 


ciples of the petitioning Clergy were 
ſoon declared to be totally inadmiſſible, 
and in this ſentiment you have inflexibly 
perſevered, without any variation. They 
have, however, very wiſely made their 
appeal to Parliament, without concern- 
ing themſelves, or ſending embaſſies to 
Lambethb. Parliament is the juriſdiction 
competent to their cauſe, and however 
a previous application to the Biſhops 


might, with ſome, have argued a more 


reſpectful demeanor towards them, ſuch 
an application might, by the more ju- 


- dicious obſerver, have been conſidered 


as 2 inſult, —The queſtion propoſed 


conſiſts not of abſtract theological ſpe- 
culations, but is plain, ſimple, and un- 


compounded. And as property is an- 
nexed to the preſent received ſyſtem, 
in oppoſition to the ſole authority of 


Chriſt, as a Law-giver in his own king-. 


dom, their ſuit was, with peculiar pro- 
priety, .made to the Commons Houſe of 


Parliament. The debates in conſequence 
of 
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of the ſeveral applications which have 
been made to. that Houſe, within the 
courſe of a few late years, are laſting 
| demonſtrations - that, as Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants, the Repreſentative Body of 
this country had not to learn their rule 
of faith, or the original and only defen- 
ſible principles of their Proteſt. 


The repeated applications of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, on the prin- 
ciples of the petitioning Clergy, for an 
enlargement of their toleration, next 
demand your further conſideration, —« 
However ſome well - meaning political 
heads may conceive of diſtinctions, the 
cauſes of both parties have one com- 
mon Principle ; inſomuch, that all that 
can be ſaid in favour of a toleration, 
and which will not hold good in favour 
of general and equal liberty, is but the 


| ſhadow of an argument. Theſe appli- 


cations, after having twice paſſed through 
the Houſe of Commons, with almoſt, 
their unanimous vote, have been ren 
dered abortive by the indireci means of 
yourſelf and e. 

C It 
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It is further underſtood that you, my | 


Lord, inſtead of repenting of your paſt 


conduct, join in the deiſtical ſentiment ' 
of one of your late workmen, —7hat * 


Subſcription to the Scriptures is abſolutly 


nothing. However ſtrange it may ſeem * 


for an Archdeacon in a Proteſtant Re- 


formed Church to hold this language, 1 


muſt be excuſed in ſuppoſing that even 
your Grace, an Archbiſhop and Metro- 
politan of the ſame Church, maintaineth 
this doctrine; for, if report ſaith true, 
and it has been whiſpered in my ear 
by one not very likely to be miſinformed, 


you even very lately, when ſome of the 


Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters waited 
upon you, if not to deſire your ſupport, 
yet to beg a ceſſation of hoſtilities 
againſt their moſt reaſonable requeſt, — 
you gave them for anſwer,—** that you 
& could not befriend them, unleſs they 
« pave ſome teſt of their faith beſides 
e ſubſcribing to Holy Scriptures, and 
« which. would ſhew their belief of the 
% Divinity of the Founder of our Faith.” 
—This, indeed, had been noiſed in the 
| Houſe 
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H6aſe of Lords by the Biſhop of Llandaff, | 


: to the no ſmall aſtoniſhment of his friends ; 


and from the ſubſequent arguing of this 


© buſineſs, on more mature deliberation, it 


ſeems your Grace has received no benefit · 
—To an impartial, .candid, and liberal- 


| : : minded man, it ſhould ſeem as if the 


Divinity of Chriſt was not revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures, ſince the Head of 
the Church is unwilling to truſt a body 
of his Chriſtian brethren with their 
Bibles only, and leave them to find it 


there.— This, my Lord, was ſaying more 


againſt the- Divinity of Chriſt, than 
was ever before, however unguardedly, 
dropped from an Engliſh Archbiſhop ; 
inſomuch that, had I not conſidered the 
matter before with ſome attention, and 
had been inclined to.have been influenced 
by great names, I ſhould have deter- 
mined againſt the doctrine, upon the 
authority of the Moſt Reverend the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 125 


The remaining plan of reformation, 
which failed for want of your protection 
C 2 and 
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and-countenance, was the propoſal made 
by the Deputation from the Meeting at 
Tenniſon's Library. — This being imme- 


diately ſabmitted to you, was ſtifled by 
you in its birth, and therefore only pro- 


ductive of diſappointment to its patrons, 
- and an additional and concluſive proof 
of your fixed reſolution to Do NOTHING, 


The objects of this Meeting were, an 


alteration of the Formularies of Sub- 
ſcription, and a review of the Liturgy. 
Hitherto, it had been given out that you 
were inclined to ds ſometbing; but no 
ſooner did a body of reſpectable men aſk 
that very ſomething, which it had been 
ſignified was thought deſirable by you, 
and would meet with your encourage- 
ment, than you put a contemptuous ne- 
gative on the propoſe}, and peremptorily 
declared that you would not move your 
foot. Theſe unbecoming ſubterfuges may 
indeed ferve a preſent purpoſe on an emer- 
gency, but they evidently demonſtrate 


that the Petitioners were even politicalj 
| right, in not throwing themſelves at your 


feet. 


Monte o 2 
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feet. And further, this declaration, and 
your ſubſequent conduct, have contri- 
buted to give perpetuity to a Society 


which you poſſibly might have deſtroyed 


by fair promiſes, when your ſtratagems 


had failed —but, knowing now how far 


you are to be truſted in the Work of 
Reformation, you have left them to ſub- 


fiſt as a Society, which, being at unity 
with itſelf, will be a land-mark to the 
people, until Chriſtianity ſhall be eſtab- 
liſhed jn theſe kingdoms. 


So entirely averſe have you, my Lord, 
declared yourſelf to all reformation, that 
vou have done all that in you lay, to 
prevent the leaſt degree of it in future. 
| You are ſaid to have forbidden acceſs to 


the Library at Lambeth to a certain Dig- 


5 who 


nitary of the Church of 


only humbly requeſted admiſſion, in order 
to examine what materials it might fur- 
 Niſh towards a judicious and rational 
review of our Liturgy, Happily, my 
Lord, there had been an invaluable pre- 
ſent made to a public Repoſitory, which, 
Jan 
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| Joined to ſuch hints as may be gathered 
from ſeveral printed Reformed Liturgies, 


will afford a fund of amendments, pro- 
portioned to the demands of Scripture 


and Reaſon. Your Grace's refuſal will 


therefore turn upon yourſelf, without any 


prejudice to the cauſe of Reformation.— 


So uniformly unſucceſsful have been all 


your deſigns, which have been intended 
as meaſures hoſtile to God's truth. 5 


When your Grace was raiſed to the 
throne of your predeceſſor, the Proteſtant 
cauſe, in the morning of its day, looked 
up to you for ſupport, and thought to 
have found you its patron and protector. 


—You, my Lord, had never apoſtatized 


from your principles, or aſſumed the in- 


guiſitor,—you was conſidered as a mo- 


derate Church-man, for many years after 
your advancement to the Mitre ;—and I 
well remember, the beſt intereſt of the 
Church was thought to have been a 
gainer, in the ſubſtitution of a Cornwallis 
in the place of a Secker.—T have only to 
wiſh that. theſe prophecies had been ful- 
| filled, 


(4) | 
filled; and that your moderation had con- 


tinued to have been made known unto 
all men. 


With reſpect for your ſtation and cha- 
racter, and for every virtue you may poſ- 
ſeſs, — but in an entire diſapprobation of 
your politico-ecclefiaſtico principles, fo 
abhorrent to the intereſt of the Church of 
Chriſt, —I am, in true Chriſtian charity, 


My Lox D, 
March 12th, 1774. Your Graces's 


Ge. Ge. 
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By the Author of 7. he Appeal to the com Ara of: all * 
Chriſtian People. Price 15. 


2. LETTERS TO Dx. B. Dawson, 9 by his 4 


64 Free Thoughts o 28 Reformation of the & urch 
of England. Price, 2 
3. FxEE REMARKS Gn a Sermon intitled The Reduit 
of Subſcription not iuconſiſtent with Chriſtian Liberty. 18. 
4. ALEZTrEx to DR. BAL u, in Anſwer to his Charge. 
By J. PALMER. Price 18. 

5. LoosE Hixrs on the Subject of Non-conformiiy In 
ay Clergy of the Church of England. 1s. - -— 

6. A Sfoxr View of the Controverſits* cesfoned by 
the Confeſſional, and the Petition to Parliament. 6d. 


7. Two LeTTERs to the Right Reverend Prelates who a 


ſecond Time rejected the Diſſenters Bill. 25. 


8. ALT TER to the Right Rev. Shute Lord Biſhop of A 


Llandaff. 18. 


9. Two LET TERs to the Committee for conducting the | 


Diſſenters Petition. By J. Toutmuw.: 28. 
Printed far J. Jonxsox, No. 72, St. Paul's Church-Yard. 
| Where may be had, 


1. TE Mror oc oF ThROPHILUSs LIN DSET, 4 M. 
on reſigning the Vicarage of Catteric, Yorkſhire, 3s. 


6d. 

3. ALETTE 10 a Layman, on the Sobject. of Mr. 
Lindſey's Propoſal qr a Reformed Engliſh Liturgy, upon 
the Plan of the late Dr. Sa uur! CLARKE. 6d. 

4. Tae ReFormeD ENOLISR LiTuRGY, upon the Plan 
of the late Dr. SamuvEL CLARKE. 38. 


1 8-0 1 
Taz RATIONAL CRRISTIAx's Ass is aN to the wore 
thy receiving the Lord's Supper: 2 . 


's . » 
— Le 3 


| April 6, A 
. PR Days will be publiſhed, Price 35. fel 
InsTITUTEs of NATURAL AND REveaLED3RELIGION, 
Vol. III. containing the DocrRIxES or RavgLaTtion. 


By Jos ETH PrIBSTLEY, LL. D. F. R. 8. 


2 1. * Farewell Addreſs to his Partſhioners. 4 


